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Welcome Class of 2024!



Agenda

• Researching Schools & Careers
• Federal and State Financial Aid?
• Federal Student Aid Identification (FSA ID)
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®)

• Register for NMEAF $500 FAFSA 
Scholarships



Senior year! 
Finish Strong during the last year in high school

• GPA – Colleges may use your GPA for scholarship opportunities.

• ACT/SAT – Practice for your ACT/SAT exam.
• Exam Optional ?

• Where to start – small school, large school, in-state, out-of-state, cost 

considerations, close to…

• Types of Schools – Colleges, Universities, Community Colleges, 
Vocational-Technical Schools.                   

(Trade Schools)  



Know your interest 

Interest inventories are questionnaires that ask you to rate 
your interest in a wide variety of activities. 

https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip



Researching Careers https://www.bls.gov/ooh/



Where can I research schools? 

COLLEGE SCORECARD  

COLLEGE 
NAVIGATOR

NM Public Colleges and Universities  
https://hed.state.nm.us/nm-college-guide/



What is Financial Aid?
Types of Federal Aid:

• Grants & Scholarships (Gift Aid)

• Borrowed
• Earned

• Work-Study

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/do-you-need-money.pdf



State Aid                             Federal Aid

https://hed.state.nm.us/financial-aid

Need Help?
Contact us at 1-800-279-9777

FIN.AID@HED.NM.GOV

StudentAid.Gov
FAFSA.Gov

mailto:FIN.AID@HED.NM.GOV


2024-2025 FAFSA 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

VIDEO

https://studentaid.ed.gov
Pell Grant – Up to $7,395



Before you Apply 
You must create your FSA ID

The Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID is a username and password that is required to log in and 
access all Federal Student Aid websites, including the FAFSA. The FSA ID also serves as a legal 
signature when you submit your FAFSA. 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch



https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

Who needs 
an FSA ID?

Contributors will need to log in with their own FSA ID to provide their information. 
To invite a contributor to your FAFSA form, you'll need to provide their name, 
date of birth, Social Security number, and email address.



Ready to create your FSA ID?

Go to: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch



Need Help?
Contact us at 1-800-279-9777

FIN.AID@HED.NM.GOV

State Aid

https://hed.nm.gov/financial-aid

mailto:FIN.AID@HED.NM.GOV


Eligibility : Student must be a resident of New Mexico.

Student must have graduated from a public or accredited private New Mexico high school, completed requirements as a home-schooled student 
registered with the New Mexico Public Education Department, or received a high school equivalency credential recognized by the state of New Mexico 
while maintaining residency in New Mexico.

Student must enroll full-time at a public post-secondary educational institution in New Mexico within sixteen months of graduation or receipt of a high 
equivalency credential and maintain continuous full-time enrollment. First time enrollment within the sixteen-month period following graduation must be 
at a New Mexico public post-secondary educational institution. If the student enrolls full-time at ANY out of state institution or private in-state institution 
the student shall forfeit eligibility.

Student must enroll in and earn 15 credit hours per semester at a four-year New Mexico public university.

Student must enroll in and earn 12 credit hours per semester at a two- year New Mexico public community college.

Student must maintain a 2.5 or greater cumulative grade point average (GPA) each semester of enrollment.

Duration:

The initial scholarship shall begin with the second semester of enrollment at a public postsecondary educational institution. Thereafter, the 
scholarship is renewed on a per-semester basis subject to maintaining eligibility. Students must remain consecutively enrolled each fall and spring 
semester to maintain eligibility for the scholarship. The scholarship may be renewed at a four-year institution until the award recipient has received 
seven (7) semesters of scholarship awards or until the student graduates with a bachelor’s degree, whichever is sooner. Students attending a 
community college are eligible for three (3) semesters of scholarship awards. The student should contact their public post-secondary educational 
institution’s financial aid advisor for eligibility verification if they have met the first semester eligibility requirements listed above.

How To Apply: No application needed.

https://hed.nm.gov/financial-aid/scholarships/legislative-lottery



Opportunity Scholarship

https://www.ReachHigherNM.com/



Your high school counselor is one of your best resources for scholarships searches. 

Tip - Never pay to apply!
Eligibility and Deadlines! 

Local businesses, banks, non-profit 
organizations & churches, Parent’s 
employers, etc.  

Researching Scholarships

https://www.nmeaf.org/plan-pay-for-college/scholarships/



LOCAL NM HELP         

FAFSA Money Mondays – Virtual Workshops

https://qrco.de/beYIXs



College Applications – Award offers 

FAFSA

YOU
School Account/Email

FAFSA &
COLLEGE

APPLICATIONS
School Account/Email

HS Transcript

ACT/SAT

Student ID

Acceptance Award Offer

Financial aid award offers outline the details of the financial aid package you are 
being offered. FAFSA Priority Dates

FSA ID

FAFSA



The U.S. Department of Education is your lender. 
Types of Direct Loans available:

• Direct Subsidized Loans 

• Direct Unsubsidized Loans

• Direct PLUS Loans 

Federal Student Loans 

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/do-you-need-money.pdf



NMEAF $500 FAFSA Scholarships 

https://www.nmeaf.org/FAFSA-Scholarship

High School seniors can register to 
win $500 Scholarships



Questions?

Questions by email: Outreach@nmeaf.org
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